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to the fall in price, the increasing amount of export
did not mean necessarily an increase of return. The
amount of export has declined steadily ever since that
time. During 1928 to 19305 the percentage of decrease
was about twenty.1 The rate of decrease was more
rapid in the period between 1930 to 1934. 44 As
Japanese silk was dumped on the American market
in the latter part of the year (1934), China's silk export
dropped to the lowest point accordingly. The volume
of silk exported amounted to only one-fifth of that in
1930, a fact which is indicative of the depression of the
Chinese silk trade.

" The price of raw silk dropped to a new low level
in 1934. . . . The 1934 price level for the same
quality of silk was only one-third of the 1930 price
level." 2

The internal market for silk has shrunk at the same
time due to the same forces of industrial revolution
affecting the weaving industry. The consequence of
the shrinkage of the market is the break-down of the
traditional domestic silk industry in the rural district.
The traditional specialization in the silk industry and
its recent decline form the background of the economic
life of the village in the present analysis.

4. THE VILLAGE SITE

Let us examine the village itself, The land occupied
by the people in this village consists of eleven yu.
Yu is the local term for the unit of land surrounded
by water. Each yu has its own name. Its size is
determined by the distribution of streams and thus
varies. The total area of land of this village is 3,065

1  Op. cit., p. 9.

2  The Chinese Year Book, 1935-36, " Foreign Trade," p. 1094.